
2026–02–25
Data in the Humanities
Wk. 05: Is “Digital Humanities”
Now Just… “Humanities”?

Today’s Plan
 Discuss final project format1.
 Discuss readings on DH & state of quant methods in

humanities
2.

 Intro to finding and assessing humanities data3.



https://gwijtho!.github.io/CDH507/final/

Readings
Read a chapter relevant to your field from one volume in the

 (University of Minnesota Press).

Matthew Wilkens, “
,” American

Literary History 37, no. 4 (2025).

Leif Weatherby, Language Machines: Cultural AI and the End of
Remainder Humanism (Univ. Minnesota Press, 2025),

.

Underwood, McGrath, So, & Wellmon, “
” to special issue, New Literary History 53, no. 4

(Winter 2023).

Debates in DH series

What Instagram and Community Colleges
Tell Us about the Future of Digital Humanities

Introduction & Conclusion

Culture, Theory, Data:
An Introduction

https://dhdebates.gc.cuny.edu/
https://doi.org/10.1093/alh/ajaf126
https://princeton.instructure.com/files/4448552/download?download_frd=1
https://newliteraryhistory.org/wp/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/54-1-intro.pdf


Finding & Understanding Data

What is a CSV?



wikidata_ID, title, creator, released
Q29649659,Too Like the Lightning,Ada Palmer,2016

unstructured data
semi-structured data
structured data (CSV / JSON)



 (UCLA) & Race Film Database data paper

Fields in Posner et al.’s dataset:
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Narrative Voices in Early Novels

Early Novels Dataset

https://zenodo.org/records/160585
https://openhumanitiesdata.metajnl.com/articles/10.5334/johd.7
https://earlynovels.github.io/


“Tidy Data”
Hadley Wickham, 2014

one variable per column,–
one observation per row–
consistent data types–
unique identifiers for each object–
clear names for your fields–
if you find you’re trying to fit too much
information into a column or row, use
another table and cross-reference

–

FAIR Data
articulated 2016

Findable
Aaccessible
Interoperable
Reusable

https://www.jstatsoft.org/article/view/v059i10/
https://www.go-fair.org/fair-principles/


Linked open data
Data that is “structured using recognized
standards so that computers interrogating
the data can process it consistently,” that
refers to people / places / things using the
same identifiers, and that is published
openly.

Controlled vocabularies are used to:

→ Internally link or identify records within
datasets

→ Link to institutionalized standards that
other scholars / professionals might use
(“Linked Open Data”)

Examples

The Programming Historian’s 

The Getty Vocabularies

Oxford Dictionary of National Biography

VIAF: The Virtual International Authority
File

MIMO Thesaurus of Musical Instrument
Names

intro to linked
data

sources for humanities data 
, eds. Fernandez, Posner, Preus,

Singh, & Walsh

, eds. Walsh, Manshel, Porter

Amanda Wyatt Visconti. “
,” UVA Scholars Lab Blog, (August 26, 2025).

Matt Lavin’s 

Jeremy Singer-Vine’s 

The Pudding’s 

Responsible Datasets in Context

Post45 Data Collective

Interesting digital humanities data
sources

Humanities Data

Journal of Open Humanities Data

Data Is Plural archive

data repository

CDH-curated list of humanities datasets

https://vocab.getty.edu/
https://www.oxforddnb.com/
https://viaf.org/
https://vocabulary.mimo-international.com/InstrumentsKeywords/en/
https://programminghistorian.org/en/lessons/intro-to-linked-data
https://www.responsible-datasets-in-context.com/
https://data.post45.org/
https://scholarslab.lib.virginia.edu/blog/interesting-digital-humanities-data-sources/
https://humanitiesdata.com/resources
https://openhumanitiesdata.metajnl.com/articles
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1wZhPLMCHKJvwOkP4juclhjFgqIY8fQFMemwKL2c64vk/edit#gid=0
https://github.com/the-pudding/data#data-sets
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/e/2PACX-1vQ0eQmCNJcYt5yWXt7vfJ-W4pb9c6RPilKVDA98cz4JfjCCqB90tG0qKnAPVjoWbyhPzwTJoXJ2UKhi/pubhtml?widget=true&amp;headers=false


do this:

answer this:

Find a CSV, download it, open it in a spreadsheet program
(Excel, Numbers, Google Sheets).

–

What does your dataset contain?–
How does it uniquely identify each record?–
How does it format people / places / dates?–
What categories and values are over-represented?–
Do you see any initial patterns or trends?–


